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NOVEMBER 16, 2025 

President Tago Meets MSU Scholars in Türkiye

MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA,  along with Vice President Minerva-Saminah Naga, devoted time on 
November 16, 2025, to meet and personally greet the Mindanao State University (MSU) scholars studying at Kastamonu 
University in Türkiye. President Tago made this visit as Kastamonu University currently hosts the largest cohort of MSU 
students—a total of 27 scholars pursuing 13 Master’s, 5 PhD, and 8 undergraduate degrees through the support of the 
Council of Higher Education of Türkiye (YOK) and the Türkiye Burslari Scholarship (YTB). During his interaction with the 
students, President Tago personally emphasized the critical importance of hard work and persistence as non-negotiable 
ingredients for success, acknowledging the particularly challenging endeavor of taking courses conducted in the Turkish 
language.

13

NOVEMBER 13, 2025 
President Tago Renews Key Scholarship Protocol with 
Turkey

MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA led the 
renewal of the YOK scholarship implementation protocol with 
Prof. Dr. Naci Gündoğan, Vice President of the Turkish Higher 
Education Council (YOK), on November 13, 2025, in Ankara, 
Türkiye, to ensure the continued professional advancement 
of MSU’s academic staff. Fully supported by President Tago 
to maximize benefits for MSU and the BARMM, the renewed 
agreement—witnessed by the Philippine Ambassador and 
the MSU Vice President for Academic Affairs—provides 
faculty members with a comprehensive package covering 
tuition, stipend, housing, and health insurance. This strategic 
partnership builds on the program’s prior success, which 
saw 25 MSU scholars pursue PhD, MS, and undergraduate 
studies in Turkish universities between 2019 and 2023, and has 
already added six new scholars under the current renewal, 
bringing the total number of MSU beneficiaries to 31.
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NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
President Tago Benchmarks Early Childhood Education for MSU-Marawi

MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA, alongside Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Minerva-Saminah 
Naga, led a focused benchmarking visit to the early childhood educational schools at Kastamonu University to directly 
observe Turkish standards and curriculum for early learners. This effort by President Tago is a step toward fulfilling the 
desire to introduce a globally informed early 
childhood education program at the MSU 
System, beginning with MSU-Marawi. Given 
her background in the College of Education, 
VP Naga was able to easily compare and 
understand the Turkish system relative to the 
traditional Philippine nursery and kindergarten 
educational models, building upon preliminary 
exploration done by former VPAA Professor 
Alma Berowa. Following the visit, President 
Tago secured an agreement in principle with 
Kastamonu University on November 17, 2025, to 
enter into deeper exploratory discussions before 
formalizing an agreement that would establish 
the program, including plans for faculty mobility 
and exchange to ensure the adoption of Turkish 
best practices.

NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
President Tago Deepens MSU-Kastamonu University Collaboration

On November 17, 2025, MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA met with Rector Ahmet Hamdi Topal at 
Kastamonu University, where President Tago reaffirmed his full support for the substantial and deepening partnership 
between Mindanao State University (MSU) and the Turkish institution, which began in 2015. President Tago’s support covers 
programs already formalized through four BOR-confirmed agreements, including the establishment of an International 
Joint Master’s Degree Program with Thesis in Forest Engineering (BOR Res. No 174 s 2025). 

Furthermore, President Tago and Rector Topal 
agreed to advance key initiatives, specifically 
supporting the ongoing joint MS degree program 
in forest engineering, establishing a tropical and 
subtropical forest research center, initiating joint 
research projects in areas like biomass energy 
and essential oils, and developing an early 
childhood education program at MSU-Marawi. 
President Tago also expressed his commitment 
to extending collaboration to the newly 
established Bangsamoro Turkish Education 
Academy. To date, President Tago’s sustained 
effort has helped the partnership achieve 
notable outcomes, including approximately 25 
joint articles published in Science-Index Journals, 
the benefit of the Erasmus+ mobility program for 
17 faculty members, and scholarship support for 
53 students across various Turkish universities.
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NOVEMBER 18-21, 2025 
President Tago Keynotes Conference, 
Championing Nature-Based Solutions

MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, 
CPA delivered the keynote message at the 
6th International Conference on Environment 
and Forest Conservation (6th ICEFC) in Türkiye, 
focusing on “Nature-Based Solutions for Climate 
Resilience.” President Tago leveraged the global 
forum, which MSU co-founded in 2018, to highlight 
the Philippines’ extreme vulnerability to climate 
change and emphasized that solutions relying 
solely on engineering infrastructure are “cosmetic 
and short-lived.” He strongly advocated for 
adopting nature-based solutions instead, arguing 
that “Nature is smarter than any of us” when it 
comes to long-term environmental restoration 
and protection. President Tago reaffirmed his 
commitment to the collaborative efforts between 
MSU and Kastamonu University, noting that such 
international partnerships are crucial for finding 
effective, science-based strategies to address 
global environmental challenges, especially since 
the conference attracted papers from eight 
different countries.

President Tago Drives Partnership with Ankara University

MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA, accompanied by Vice President Minerva-Saminah Naga, took the 
initiative to meet with Prof. Dr. Harun Tanrivermis, Vice Rector of Ankara University, and Prof. Dr. Hasan Huseyin Atar, Dean 
of the Faculty of Agriculture, to significantly strengthen the existing partnership agreement. This meeting, held at the Vice 
Rector’s Office, focused on enhancing the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that MSU signed with Ankara University 
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on September 19, 2022. 
President Tago explored 
potential academic and 
research engagements, 
specifically discussing 
the development of an 
international joint graduate 
degree program in biology 
and a short-term training 
program in agricultural 
production and technology. 
To move these proposals 
forward, President Tago 
arranged for an online 
follow-up meeting to be 
scheduled soon, ensuring 
a more in-depth discussion 
on the specifics of the new 
collaborations.
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President Tago Explores Collaboration with 
Bangsamoro Turkish Educational Academy

MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA, 
making a strategic visit to Ankara, accepted the 
invitation of Rector Mehmet Oruc Sasa and visited 
his law firm office on the 27th Floor of the Next Level 
building. During this high-level meeting, President 
Tago engaged in a substantive discussion with 
Rector Sasa regarding potential collaborations 
between Mindanao State University (MSU) and 
the Bangsamoro Turkish Educational Academy 
(BTEA). Rector Sasa also used the opportunity to 
demonstrate to President Tago how the law firm 
leverages technology to operate, specifically 
showcasing synchronous virtual court hearings 
and the process for acquiring ISO certification. 
This meeting lays the groundwork for future 
cooperation, as Rector Sasa is scheduled to visit 
MSU in December to advance these discussions.

President Tago Commends Erciyes University Scholars

MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA ensured he met with MSU-Marawi’s three highly accomplished YOK 
scholars—Naima Serad, Mariam Kabirun, and Nor-aima Serajan Saro-Dilna—during his trip to Ankara for the scholarship 
protocol signing with the Turkish Higher Education Council (YOK). These scholars, who are all pursuing PhD programs at 
Erciyes University, have already cleared their coursework and comprehensive exams. President Tago expressed his pride 
and anticipation for their return, emphasizing that they are expected to utilize their advanced knowledge in Microbiology 
and Public Administration to significantly enhance the research and academic strength of the MSU-Marawi campus.
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NOVEMBER 26, 2025
President Tago Sponsors ‘Pagana Meranaw’ to Foster 
Cultural Exchange and Scholarly Networking

MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA  sponsored 
the ‘Pagana Maranaw’ as the culminating event of Day 2 at 
ASPAP 2025, highlighting his dedication to regional cultural 
heritage. The event, characterized by displays of Maranaw 
tradition and hospitality, was held at MSU-IIT, transformed 
to evoke a traditional ambiance through the use of woven 
mats and ceremonial dining arrangements, specifically 
dulang and tabak. Authentic Maranaw cuisine, prepared by 
communities from across the thirteen municipalities of Lanao 
del Sur, offered participants a genuine cultural experience. 
Performances by MSU-IIT’s Kalimulan and IPAG showcased 
Mindanao’s rich ethnic dance traditions, further enriching 
the cultural narrative.
 
President Tago, accompanied by his wife, external team, and 
transition team, underscored the integration of leadership 
and community engagement during the evening. Beyond 
its significance as a highlight of ASPAP 2025, the event also 
marked a milestone for MSU-IIT, as Chancellor Alizedney 
highlighted that the ASPAP assembly facilitated President 
Tago’s inaugural visit to the campus. The ‘Pagana Maranaw’ 
served as a platform for the MSU System to celebrate and 
share Maranaw culture with national academic leaders, 
championed by President Tago.

NOVEMBER 26, 2025
President Tago Convenes Key Committee Chairs for 
Progress Review

MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA, 
recently presided over a critical meeting of key committee 
chairpersons to receive updates on high-priority 
institutional projects. The meeting, held on November 
26, 2025, gathered leaders responsible for implementing 
major reforms and essential operational tasks across the 
system. The committee reports spanned a broad range of 
responsibilities crucial to MSU’s current development and 
long-term stability. This included updates on Governance 
and Personnel Reforms, such as the reconstitution of 

the Personnel Selection Boards (PSB) for all position levels and the review of the Code of Governance. Progress was also 
presented on processes related to the Board of Regents Meeting, the investigation into alleged System Admission and 
Scholarship Examination (SASE) irregularities, and the crucial evaluation of Contract of Service personnel performance. 
 
Other vital areas reviewed involved enhancing the physical and academic environment of the university. Committees reported 
on the establishment of the Infrastructure Planning and Design Committee (IPDM) and the Inspectorate Team for Modernization 
Projects to ensure efficient capital development, alongside updates on the Traffic Management and Asset Management 
Committee. Academically, reports covered the Campus Quality Assurance Board (CQAB) and the Campus Academic 
Promotion Panel (CAPP), essential for maintaining standards and faculty progression, as well as the implementation of the 
HAL 101 Course Offering. The President also received status reports from the Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) Secretariat for 
procurements, the MSU-Marawi Disposal Committee, and the specialized teams handling the Civil Service Review Program and 
the Search for Outstanding MSU Alumni. The comprehensive review reflects President Tago’s hands-on approach to ensuring 
accountability and accelerating the implementation of his strategic agenda.
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NOVEMBER 27, 2025
President Tago Attends APC Meeting to Chart Academic Policy Direction

MSU System President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA, recently participated in a key meeting of the Academic Policies 
Committee (APC), highlighting his administration’s direct engagement in shaping the quality and global competitiveness 
of the University’s educational offerings. This vital gathering focused on reviewing and recommending crucial academic 
policies, curriculum enhancements, and the establishment of new programs. President Tago’s presence underscored a 
commitment to the Curriculum Enhancements and Quality Assurance pillars of his Nine-Point Agenda, with discussions 
aimed at standardizing academic processes across the system, ensuring compliance with national and international 
education benchmarks, and advancing MSU’s unique mandate as a National Peace University. Key strategic areas 
of deliberation included reviewing policies related to faculty evaluation, research, and extension services to foster 
excellence, and integrating contemporary courses like Halal 101 and enhanced Peace Education into the core 
curriculum to ensure the University’s offerings remain relevant and unified across all diverse MSU System campuses. 
 
President Tago’s active role in the APC meeting emphasizes his dedication to a results-oriented leadership, guided 
by the principle “Acta non verba” (Actions, not words). By engaging directly with this critical governance body, the 
administration reinforces its focus on delivering quality education that is consistently applied and responsive to the 
needs of the MINSUPALA region, positioning the MSU System for greater regional impact and global recognition. The 
successful deliberation and implementation of the policies discussed are essential steps toward maintaining high 
academic standards and securing the long-term success and relevance of the university’s diverse programs and 
academic centers.
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Editor’s Note
Welcome to the maiden issue of The President’s Timeline, a special annual 
publication dedicated to documenting the remarkable journey and 
transformative leadership of President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA across the 
MSU System. This inaugural issue captures a momentous period marked by 
innovation, inclusivity, and progress, reflecting the initiatives under his Nine-
point agenda. 

Within these pages, readers will find a rich tapestry of milestones: from the 
historic first-ever Walkathon kicking off MSU’s 64th Anniversary, to strategic 
international partnerships strengthening MSU’s reach in Southeast Asia, and 
from infrastructure upgrades to initiatives promoting student welfare, research, 
and sustainability. President Tago’s leadership demonstrates a commitment to 
academic excellence, cultural harmony, and system-wide growth, all while 
fostering collaboration and nation-building at every level.

Yours in service, 

PROF. SORHAILA L. LATIP-YUSOPH, PhD
The Editor-in-Chief
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The President’s Timeline is an annual publication dedicated 
to documenting the journey and transformative leadership 
of President Atty. Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA, within the MSU 
System. It is published by the Office of the President through 
the MSU-Main Campus’s Office of Information, Press and 
Publication (OIPP).
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The cover features a striking image of MSU System President Atty. 
Paisalin P.D. Tago, CPA, symbolizing the tangible progress and 
key accomplishments delivered within his initial 100 days as System 
President. This visual is a testament to the administration’s results-
oriented approach, driven by the Nine-Point Agenda and the principle 
of “Acta non verba” (Actions, not words). The accompanying report 
details the significant steps taken to advance the vision of MSU as 
both a National Peace University and an “Inklusibong Pamantasan” 
(inclusive university).
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